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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is responsive to the application filed on February 12th, 2004. Claims 1-19 are 
pending examination. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed 02/12/2004 fails to comply with the provisions 
of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because although the references listed appear to be in 
relation to the current patent application 10/777646 Keohane et al. it is stated as being in 
application of "Grubbs et al.". It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
referred to therein has not been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of 
any re-submission of any item of information contained in this information disclosure statement 
or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of 
determining compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, 
including all certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP 

§ 609.05(a). 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because Figures 2, 5, and 7 contain labels that have an 
unclear subject matter. In Figure 2 it is unclear that label 200 is identifying the entire system. In 
Figure 5 label 512 is not clear that it is identifying the email, an element of the email, or the 
highlighting of the email. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are 
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required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior 
version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the 
remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of 
the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" 
or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

4. The second sentence of paragraph [0009] is confusing. As it reads now, it is unclear as to 
what the suggested folder would be named. Examiner assumes that the applicant intended the 
second sentence of paragraph [0009] to read: "the suggested folder is the folder with the same 
name as the detected suggested folder name." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

5. It is requested that the applicant includes the reference number for "sender M" in the 
description in paragraph [0064]. 
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Appropriate correction is requested. 

6. Additionally, applicant does not provide adequate description for what occurs in block 
1 130 of Figure 11. Applicant describes block 1 130 as "automatically jumping through the 
recipient folder directory to display a target folder in the recipient folder directory." Examiner is 
unclear as to what automatically jumping through the recipient folder directory does, or how it 
enables the ability to display a target folder in the recipient folder directory. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (t) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 3, 6, 8, 1 1, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Scian et al. (Scian, hereinafter) US Patent Application 2006/0026236. 

As to claim 1, Scian teaches a method for providing electronic message filing 
recommendations comprising (the abstract states "in a computer system, a system, method and 
computer program product for pre-selecting a folder for a current message. Paragraph [0001] 



Application/Control Number: 10/777,646 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2109 

also states that "the present invention relates generally to message storage and more particularly 
relates to pre-selecting a folder from a plurality of folders for storing a message."): 

filtering an electronic message to determine at least one suggested folder for filing said 
electronic message from among a plurality of filing folders in a messaging filing directory 
(paragraph [0004] teaches that "in some contexts, it may be desirable to pre-select a folder for a 
current message based on how all of the existing messages have been stored. Fore example, it 
may be desirable to order all of the messages on the system according to the attribute of these 
messages - this attribute might be the sender or the subject or some other attribute." In paragraph 
[0007] it describes a "message comparison module for comparing a comparison criterion, 
derived from the current message, with the associated pre-selection criterion of at least one entry 
in the folder pre-selection cache to determine a matching entry in the folder pre-selection cache." 
It is interpreted that finding a matching entry in the folder pre-selection cache, which is 
determined by the message comparison module is filtering the electronic message to determine a 
suggested folder.); and 

distinguishing said at least one suggested folder from a remainder of said plurality of 
filing folders, such that a recommendation of relevant folders for filing said electronic message is 
provided (paragraph [0027] describes a user interface which distinguishes the recommended 
folder. It states "this user interface includes a means for displaying the current message as well 
as the pre-selected folder."). 

As to claim 3, Scian teaches the method according to claim 1 for providing electronic 
message filing recommendations, wherein distinguishing said at least one suggested folder from 
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a remainder of said plurality of filing folders further comprises (Scian teaches all the limitations 
of claim 1): 

graphically distinguishing said at least one suggested folder from said remainder of said 
plurality of filing folders (paragraph [0027] describes a user interface that distinguishes the 
recommended folder. It states "this user interface includes a means for displaying the current 
message as well as the pre-selected folder."). 

As to claim 6, Scian teaches a system for providing electronic message filing 
recommendations comprising (the abstract states "in a computer system, a system, method and 
computer program product for pre-selecting a folder for a current message. Paragraph [0001] 
also states that "the present invention relates generally to message storage and more particularly 
relates to pre-selecting a folder from a plurality of folders for storing a message."): 

a filtering controller for filtering an electronic message to determine at least one 
suggested folder for filing said electronic message from among a plurality of filing folders in a 
messaging filing directory (paragraph [0004] suggests that "in some contexts, it may be desirable 
to pre-select a folder for a current message based on how all of the existing messages have been 
stored. Fore example, it may be desirable to order all of the messages on the system according to 
the attribute of these messages - this attribute might be the sender or the subject or some other 
attribute." In paragraph [0007] it describes a "message comparison module for comparing a 
comparison criterion, derived from the current message, with the associated pre-selection 
criterion of at least one entry in the folder pre-selection cache to determine a matching entry in 
the folder pre-selection cache." It is interpreted that finding a matching entry in the folder pre- 
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selection cache, which is determined by the message comparison module is the filtering 
controller.); and 

an output controller for distinguishing said at least one suggested folder from a remainder 
of said plurality of filing folders, such that a recommendation of relevant folders for filing said 
electronic message is provided (paragraph [0027] describes a user interface which distinguishes 
the recommended folder. It states "this user interface includes a means for displaying the current 
message as well as the pre-selected folder." The graphical user interface in conjunction with the 
message comparison module create a system where the pre-selected folder is displayed and as 
such is distinguished from the plurality of remaining folders.). 

As to claim 8, Scian teaches the system according to claim 6 for providing electronic 
message filing recommendations, wherein said output controller further comprises (Scian teaches 
all the limitations of claim 6): 

means for graphically distinguishing said at least one suggested folder from said 
remainder of said plurality of filing folders (paragraph [0027] describes a user interface that 
distinguishes the recommended folder. It states "this user interface includes a means for 
displaying the current message as well as the pre-selected folder."). 

As to claim 11, Scian teaches a computer program product for providing electronic 
message filing recommendations comprising (paragraph [001 1] describes "there is provided a 
computer software product for configuring a computer to pre-select a folder for a current 
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message." It is interpreted that pre-selecting a folder and recommending a filing location is the 
same.): 

a recording medium (paragraph [001 1] "the computer program product comprises a 
recording medium"); 

means, recorded on said recording medium, for filtering an electronic message to 
determine at least one suggested folder for filing said electronic message from among a plurality 
of filing folders in a messaging filing directory (paragraph [001 1] describes "for at least one 
entry in the folder pre-selection cache, comparing a comparison criterion, obtained from the 
current message, with the associated pre-selection criterion to determine a matching entry in the 
folder pre-selection cache and, pre-selecting the folder identified by the associated folder 
identification of the matching entry when the message comparison module determines the 
matching entry in the folder pre-selection cache.." It is interpreted that the comparison according 
to a particular criteria that occurs in the system is filtering the message to determine at least one 
suggested folder for filing or in this case pre-selecting a folder.); and 

means, recorded on said recording medium, for distinguishing said at least one suggested 
folder from a remainder of said plurality of filing folders, such that a recommendation of relevant 
folders for filing said electronic message is provided (paragraph [0027] describes a user interface 
which distinguishes the recommended folder. It states "this user interface includes a means for 
displaying the current message as well as the pre-selected folder." The graphical user interface in 
conjunction with the message comparison module create a system where the pre-selected folder 
is displayed and as such is distinguished from the plurality of remaining folders.). 
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As to claim 13, Scian teaches he computer program product according to claim 1 1 for 
providing electronic message filing recommendations, wherein said means for distinguishing 
said at least one suggested folder from a remainder of said plurality of filing folders further 
comprise (Scian teaches all the limitations of claim 11): 

means, recorded on said recording medium, for graphically distinguishing said at least 
one suggested folder from said remainder of said plurality of filing folders (paragraph [0027] 
describes a user interface that distinguishes the recommended folder. It states "this user interface 
includes a means for displaying the current message as well as the pre-selected folder."). 

7. Claims 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mousseau et al. 
(hereinafter Mousseau) USP2002/0120696. 

As to claim 14, Mousseau teaches a method for facilitating electronic message filing 
comprising (paragraph [0099] states explicitly "Organizing and storing messages in the mobile 
devices and the host system is set forth in Figs. 6 through 18." It is understood that organizing 
and storing messages is the same thing as facilitating electronic message filing.): 

detecting an electronic message created by a sender (paragraph [0099] states "Software 
on the mobile device and the host system organizes the messages so that filing a message on 
either the mobile device or the host system will be recognized at the other end either by 
commands. . It is understood that in this case the host operates as the sender of the message 
and the message is "recognized" by the other end.); 
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attaching a suggested filing folder name to said electronic message (paragraph [0100] 
states that "the message header preferably includes tags such as a message ID and a folder ID." 
It is understood here that the electronic message that is sent includes in it a folder ID that 
determines the filing location of the message.); 

and sending said electronic message with said suggested filing folder name, such that 
efficient filing of said electronic message by a recipient of said electronic message in a folder 
with said suggested filing folder name is facilitated (paragraph [0106] describes the steps of 
retrieving the messages from the host system. It also describes how these messages that are 
received include folder IDs and in paragraph [0100] it is taught that "the folder ID is a tag that 
contains the unique ID of the folder in which the message is to be stored."). 

As to claim 15, Mousseau teaches a system for facilitating electronic message filing 
comprising (Figures 1-4 describe the system which facilitates electronic message filing): 

means for detecting an electronic message created by a sender (paragraph [0099] states 
"Software on the mobile device and the host system organizes the messages so that filing a 
message on either the mobile device or the host system will be recognized at the other end either 
by commands. . ." It is understood that in this case the host operates as the sender of the message 
and the message is "recognized" by the other end.); 

means for attaching a suggested filing folder name to said electronic message (paragraph 
[0100] states that "the message header preferably includes tags such as a message ID and a folder 
ID." It is understood here that the electronic message that is sent includes in it a folder ED that 
determines the filing location of the message.); 
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and means for sending said electronic message with said suggested filing folder name, 
such that efficient filing of said electronic message by a recipient of said electronic message in a 
folder with said suggested filing folder name is facilitated (paragraph [0100] states that "the 
message header preferably includes tags such as a message ID and a folder ID." It is understood 
here that the electronic message that is sent includes in it a folder ID that determines the filing 
location of the message.). 

As to claim 16, Mousseau teaches a computer program product for facilitating electronic 
message filing comprising (paragraph [0099] states "Software on the mobile device and the host 
system organizes the messages so that filing a message on either the mobile device or the host 
system will be recognized at the other end. . ." This software is a computer program that 
facilitates electronic message filing.): 

means, recorded on said recording medium, for detecting an electronic message created 
by a sender (paragraph [0099] states "Software on the mobile device and the host system 
organizes the messages so that filing a message on either the mobile device or the host system 
will be recognized at the other end either by commands. . ." It is understood that in this case the 
host operates as the sender of the message and the message is "recognized" by the other end.); 

means, recorded on said recording medium, for attaching a suggested filing folder name 
to said electronic message (paragraph [0100] states that "the message header preferably includes 
tags such as a message ID and a folder ID." It is understood here that the electronic message that 
is sent includes in it a folder ID that determines the filing location of the message.); and 
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means, recorded on said recording medium, for sending said electronic message with said 
suggested filing folder name, such that efficient filing of said electronic message by a recipient 
of said electronic message in a folder with said suggested filing folder name is facilitated 
(paragraph [0100] states that "the message header preferably includes tags such as a message ID 
and a folder ED." It is understood here that the electronic message that is sent includes in it a 
folder ID that determines the filing location of the message.). 

As to claim 17, Mousseau teaches a method for efficient electronic message filing 
comprising (paragraph [0099] states explicitly "Organizing and storing messages in the mobile 
devices and the host system is set forth in Figs. 6 through 18." It is understood that organizing 
and storing messages is the same thing as effective electronic message filing.): 

receiving an electronic message with a suggested filing folder name (paragraph [0106] 
states that "the list of messages with unique IDs received from the store is referred to as 
messages 'A'." Here it is clear that messages are being received by the store, which in this case, 
is the host. Furthermore these are the same messages that also include a folder ID that is 
included in the message header.); 

and automatically filing said electronic message in a folder with said suggested filing 
folder name within a message filing directory, such that filing of said electronic message is 
efficiently controlled (paragraph [0100] mentions, "the folder ID is a tag that contains the unique 
ID of the folder in which the message is to be stored " This is an automated process and is 
described in detail in Figs. 6 through 18.). 
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As to claim 18, Mousseau teaches a system for efficient electronic message filing 
comprising (Figures 1-4 describe the system which facilitates electronic message filing): 

means for receiving an electronic message with a suggested filing folder name (paragraph 
[0106] states that "the list of messages with unique IDs received from the store is referred to as 
messages 'A'." Here it is clear that messages are being received by the store, which in this case, 
is the host. Furthermore these are the same messages that also include a folder ED that is 
included in the message header.); and 

means for automatically filing said electronic message in a folder with said suggested 
filing folder name within a message filing directory, such that filing of said electronic message is 
efficiently controlled (paragraph [0100] mentions, "the folder ID is a tag that contains the unique 
ID of the folder in which the message is to be stored." This is an automated process and is 
described in detail in Figs. 6 through 18.). 

As to claim 19, Mousseau teaches a computer program product, recorded on a computer 
readable medium, for efficient electronic message filing comprising (paragraph [0099] states 
"Software on the mobile device and the host system organizes the messages so that filing a 
message on either the mobile device or the host system will be recognized at the other end. . 
This software is a computer program that facilitates electronic message filing.): 

means for receiving an electronic message with a suggested filing folder name(paragraph 
[0106] states that "the list of messages with unique IDs received from the store is referred to as 
messages 'A'." Here it is clear that messages are being received by the store, which in this case, 
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is the host. Furthermore these are the same messages that also include a folder ED that is 
included in the message header.); and 

means for automatically filing said electronic message in a folder with said suggested 
filing folder name within a message filing directory(paragraph [0100] mentions, "the folder ID is 
a tag that contains the unique ID of the folder in which the message is to be stored." This is an 
automated process and is described in detail in Figs. 6 through 18.). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. -1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
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the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

8. Claims 2, 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scian 
as applied to claims 1, 6, and 1 1 respectively, and further in view of Mousseau. 

As to claim 2, Scian teaches all of the limitations of the method according to claim 1 for 
providing electronic message filing recommendations, wherein filtering said electronic message 
to determine at least one suggested folder for filing said electronic message further comprises: 
but does not teach detecting a suggested folder name specified by a sender in said electronic 
message; and specifying said at least one suggested folder to include a folder with said suggested 
folder name. 

However in an analogous art, Mousseau teaches detecting a suggested folder name 
specified by a sender in said electronic message (paragraph [0099] teaches "Software on the 
. mobile device and the host system organizes the messages so that filing a message on either the 
mobile device or the host system will be recognized at the other end either by commands. . ." It is 
understood that in this case the host operates as the sender of the message and the message is 
"recognized" by the other end.); and 

specifying said at least one suggested folder to include a folder with said suggested folder 
name (paragraph [0100] states that "the message header preferably includes tags such as a 
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message ID and a folder ID." It is understood here that the electronic message that is sent 
includes in it a folder ID that determines the filing location of the message.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Mousseau's folder ID in the message's header with Scian's method for 
providing electronic message filing recommendations because as Mousseau suggests these steps 
are "to determine the proper folder placement of the message[s]", paragraph [0107] . 

As to claim 7, Scian teaches all of the limitations of the system according to claim 6 for 
providing electronic message filing recommendations, wherein filtering controller further 
comprises: but does not teach means for detecting a suggested folder name specified by a sender 
in said electronic message; and means for specifying said at least one suggested folder to include 
a folder with said suggested folder name. 

However in an analogous art, Mousseau teaches means for detecting a suggested folder 
name specified by a sender in said electronic message (paragraph [0099] states "Software on the 
mobile device and the host system organizes the messages so that filing a message on either the 
mobile device or the host system will be recognized at the other end either by commands. . ." It 
is understood that in this case the host operates as the sender of the message and the message is 
"recognized" by the other end.); and 

means for specifying said at least one suggested folder to include a folder with said 
suggested folder name (paragraph [0100] states that "the message header preferably includes tags 
such as a message ID and a folder ID." It is understood here that the electronic message that is 
sent includes in it a folder ID that determines the filing location of the message.). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Mousseau's method of including a folder ID in the message's header with 
Scian's method for providing electronic message filing recommendations because as Mousseau 
suggests these steps are "to determine the proper folder placement of the message[s], paragraph 
[0107]. 

As to claim 12, Scian teaches all of the limitations of the computer program product 
according to claim 1 1 for providing electronic message filing recommendations, wherein said 
means for filtering said electronic message to determine at least one suggested folder for filing 
said electronic message further comprise: but does not teach means, recorded on said recording 
medium, for detecting a suggested folder name specified by a sender in said electronic message; 
and means, recorded on said recording medium, for specifying said at least one suggested folder 
to include a folder with said suggested folder name. 

However in an analogous art, Mousseau teaches means, recorded on said recording 
medium, for detecting a suggested folder name specified by a sender in said electronic message 
(paragraph [0099] states "Software on the mobile device and the host system organizes the 
messages so that filing a message on either the mobile device or the host system will be 
recognized at the other end either by commands. . It is understood that in this case the host 
operates as the sender of the message and the message is "recognized" by the other end.); and 

means, recorded on said recording medium* for specifying said at least one suggested 
folder to include a folder with said suggested folder name (paragraph [0100] states that "the 
message header preferably includes tags such as a message ED and a folder ID." It is understood 
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here that the electronic message that is sent includes in it a folder ID that determines the filing 
location of the message.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Mousseau's method of including a folder ID in the message's header with 
Scian's method for providing electronic message filing recommendations because as Mousseau 
suggests these steps are "to determine the proper folder placement of the message[s], paragraph 
[0107] . 

9. Claims 4 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scian as 
applied to claims 1 and 6 respectively above, and further in view of Horvitz et al. (Horvitz 
hereinafter), USP 7,039,642. 

As to claim 4, Scian teaches all the limitations of the method according to claim 1 for 
providing electronic message filing recommendations, but does not teach automatically 
expanding a display directory of said plurality of filing folders to display said at least one 
suggested folder. 

However, in an analogous art, Horvitz teaches automatically expanding a display 
directory of said plurality of filing folders to display said at least one suggested folder (In 
Column 10, lines 47-67 Horvitz describes Figures 8 and 9 which show an output display which 
shows the candidate list of filing locations. Although the paragraph says this is a reduced subset 
of directories, it is interpreted that providing a display which shows a reduced subset of 
directories in addition to the original filing hierarchy is expanding that directory with additional 
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information which includes the suggested filing folders. This "reduced subset" in addition to the 
full list of the directory is the expanded form of the original directory.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Horvitz's expanded list of candidate filing locations with Scian's method 
for providing electronic message filing recommendations because as suggested by Horvitz in 
column 10 lines 58-59 "the display provides a sorted list based on expected utility". Providing a 
list based upon expected utility will save the user time in filing messages. 

As to claim 9, Scian teaches all the limitations of the system according to claim 6 for 
providing electronic message filing recommendations, but does not teach means for 
automatically expanding a display directory of said plurality of filing folders to display said at 
least one suggested folder. 

However, in an analogous art, Horvitz teaches means for automatically expanding a 
display directory of said plurality of filing folders to display said at least one suggested folder (In 
Column 10, lines 47-67 Horvitz describes Figures 8 and 9 which show an output display which 
shows the candidate list of filing locations. Although the paragraph says this is a reduced subset 
of directories, it is interpreted that providing a display which shows a reduced subset of 
directories in addition to the original filing hierarchy is expanding that directory with additional 
information which includes the suggested filing folders. This "reduced subset" in addition to the 
full list of the directory is the expanded form of the original directory.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Horvitz's expanded list of candidate filing locations with Scian's method 
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for providing electronic message filing recommendations because as suggested by Horvitz in 
column 10 lines 58-59 "the display provides a sorted list based on expected utility". Providing a 
list based upon expected utility will save the user time in filing messages. 

10. Claims 5 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Scian as 
applied to claims 1 and 6 respectively above, and further in view of Michael Gleicher' s article 
"Integrating Constraints and Direct Manipulation" appearing in Proceedings 1992 Symposium 
on Interactive 3D Graphics pages 171-174 (hereinafter Gleicher). 

As to claim 5, Scian teaches all the limitations of the method according to claim 1 for 
providing electronic message filing recommendations, but does not teach responsive to detecting 
an icon for said particular electronic message dragged into a display region for said plurality of 
filing folders, automatically positioning said icon over said at least one suggested folder. 

However, in an analogous art, Gleicher discloses the combination of snapping techniques 
and constraint techniques which teaches responsive to detecting an icon for said particular 
electronic message dragged into a display region for said plurality of filing folders, automatically 
positioning said icon over said at least one suggested folder. Automatic positing of and icon 
while dragging is widely know as a type of direct manipulation for user interfaces. Snap-to- 
locations are frequently used in graphical user interfaces, and in such systems objects which are 
being dragged will be automatically positioned most often according to a grid location. Gleicher 
combines such direct manipulation techniques with constraints that can be set to automatically 
position the object according to the constraint. It is interpreted that applicants system is using a 



Application/Control Number: 10/777,646 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2109 

constraint based direct manipulation method, where the constraint is the corresponding suggested 
folder, and the direct manipulation is the dragging of an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Gleicher's constraint based direct manipulation with Scian's method for providing electronic 
message filing recommendations because as Gleicher suggests in the 1 st paragraph of his article 
that "by integrating constraints with direct manipulation, it is possible to build system that 
provide the power of explicit representation of geometric relationships and the properties which 
make direct manipulation so attractive." 

As to claim 10, Scian teaches all the limitations of the system according to claim 6 for 
providing electronic message filing recommendations, but does not teach means responsive to 
detecting an icon for said particular electronic message dragged into a display region for said 
plurality of filing folders, for automatically positioning said icon over said at least one suggested 
folder. 

However, in an analogous art, Gleicher discloses the combination of snapping techniques 
and constraint techniques which teaches means responsive to detecting an icon for said particular 
electronic message dragged into a display region for said plurality of filing folders, automatically 
positioning said icon over said at least one suggested folder. Automatic positing of and icon 
while dragging is widely know as a type of direct manipulation for user interfaces. Snap-to- 
locations are frequently used in graphical user interfaces, and in such systems objects which are 
being dragged will be automatically positioned most often according to a grid location. Gleicher 
combines such direct manipulation techniques with constraints that can be set to automatically 
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position the object according to the constraint. In is interpreted that applicants system is using a 
constraint based direct manipulation method, where the constraint is the corresponding suggested 
folder, and the direct manipulation is the dragging of an icon. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Gleicher's constraint based direct manipulation with Scian's method for providing electronic 
message filing recommendations because as Gleicher suggests in the 1 st paragraph of his article 
"by integrating constraints with direct manipulation, it is possible to build system that provide 
the power of explicit representation of geometric relationships and the properties which make 
direct manipulation so attractive." 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Kulkarni et al. US 20070067399 Al, Rose et al. US 20060168012 Al, Chen et al. US 
20050235034 Al, Neiditsch et al. US 20060080278 Al, Schulz et al. US 20060277195 Al, 
Parsons US 20070061400 Al, Chess et al. US 6560632 Bl, Baker US 6546417 Bl, Clark et al. 
US 6725228 Bl, and Scannell et al. US 5377354 A 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew E. Kessler whose telephone number is (571) 270-5005. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 am - 5:00 pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Taghi Arani can be reached on (571)272-3787. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-10000 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 




TWGfffi ARANI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




